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Get SMART: Summer Enrichment Program Gives Migrant Students Help with Math
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Deanira Reyes wasn't making the best grades in
math when she started middichool three years ago.
But after she started attending a summer enrichment
program geared for migrant students, the teenager
started pulling A's and B's.

Deanira, who will be a Hearold freshman at Project SMART students use Study Buddies

W.A. Todd Ninth Grade Campus in Donna, has to enhance their math instruction as
: : . o o by Robert S d oth
bee attending the Project SMART's Math + o s ety apore 12 2 other

Achievement Success enrichment program every
summer for the past three years.

This summer, she and fellow migrant students mapped their DNA, created models of the
proposed Houston Dome and created and flew kitesata how math is used in
everyday life.

Deanira said she likes how she and other students can show their creativity with each
project while learning math.

"It's like we're not learning, but we really are," she said.

HELPING STUDENTS STAY SHARP

The Donna school district is one of many throughout the state that
Project SMART, a summer enrichment program for students from
kindergarten through high school who migrate north for part of the
with their families for work. Studentsgsi up for the program but
required to attend.

Project Smart relies on the Stuay
Budaly for Math instruction.

Donna has been offering the program for the past 15 years, said Abel Mu-oz, the
district's migrant programs director.

Because of the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills standardizeddtestean
benchmarks, migrant families have been leaving later in the school year than they used
to, Mu—oz said. Before, families would trek north in late April or May. Now, they're
leaving after testing is done or when the school year is over in June.



But students usually return a month or two after school starts and they miss lessons,
Mu-o0z said.

The threeweek program helps students see how math is used in the real world. Students
work on different projects each day and sit through a televised math lmssmicasted
from San Antonio.

"It keeps their thinking active rather than staying at home" and regressing, Mu—oz said.

EXPERIENCE A PLUS

According to a report the American Institute for Research released last month, students in
the United States arenb@ming average at best in mathematics compared with the rest

of the world.

The report assessed how well students in fourth and eighth grades performed in math.
American fourthgraders earned a C+ and eiglgtiaders earned a C, which means the
typical US. student has an "intermediate level" of math understanding but uses basic
math skills rather than more complex ones to solve problems, according to the report.
Texas students in both grades earned a C+.

And while schools within the Texas Education Ages&egion One, which includes the
Rio Grande Valley, continue to show improvement, their math scores still fall below the
state average.

But migrant students tend to score higher on TAKS and other tests than students who stay
yearround, perhaps becauey acquire more life experience on the road with their

families and have the ambition to do well so they won't have to work such jobs when they
grow up, educators said.

Programs like Project SMART help migrant students a great deal because they use
coneepts and examples migrants students are familiar with, said Jaime Curts, associate
dean of the University of Texd®an American's College of Education.

For example, migrant students have a basic understanding of the relationship between
time and distancas a result of their travel with their families to jobs up north, Curts said.

"You take that knowledge and call it pkaowledge and start working with them on the
concepts of time and distance," he said. "(Students) are able to connect their prior
knowledge with their new knowledge."

The programs also give students more time and flexibility to learn different math
concepts than during the school year, Curts said.

A HEAD START
For 13yearold Robert Segura, who will be an eigigfader at Veterans Middigchool
in Donna, attending the enrichment program beats staying at home.



"We make other friends who go to different schools,” he said. "We do a lot more projects
(in the program than during the school year)."

Robert enjoyed creating a model of the da@tientists have proposed building around
Houston to protect it from environmental hazards.

"It's more interesting than reading, because we get to do more things (that areghyands
he said.

Robert, who attended the enrichment program last summer lasaulit gave him a
head start on the following school year in math class.

"Last year, in seventh grade, | said, OHey, we did that in Project SMART.

Jennifer L. Berghom covers education and general assignments for The Monitor. She can batreached
(956) 6834462.



